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New Beginnings

• Week 3:  Learn ing how to  l is ten to  God and hear  h is  vo ice 
and how we are  c reated for  communi ty  and ca l led  to  
serve.

May 18,  2022

Reverend Patr ick Burrage
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Purpose 
• To learn power of salvation

• The power of the word

• Faith walk of new Christians
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Central Questions

• What does the verse say? 

• What does the verse mean? 

• What does this verse mean to me? 
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Plan 

• M a y  4 :  R e v i e w i n g  y o u r  d e c i s i o n  t o  f o l l o w  J e s u s  a n d  w h a t  
i t  m e a n s

• M a y  11 :  R e a d i n g  t h e  B i b l e  a n d  l e a r n i n g  w h a t  G o d  t h i n k s  
a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  t o  p r a y  a n d  t a l k  w i t h  G o d .

• M a y  1 8 :  L e a r n i n g  h o w  t o  l i s t e n  t o  G o d  a n d  h e a r  h i s  v o i c e  
a n d  h o w  w e  a r e  c r e a t e d  f o r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  c a l l e d  t o  
s e r v e .

• M a y  2 5 :  L e a r n  h o w  w e  a r e  c a l l e d  t o  w o r s h i p  a n d  p r a i s e  
G o d  L e a r n i n g  h o w  t o  s h a r e  t h e  g o o d  n e w s  o f  J e s u s .
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Scriptures

• Jeremiah 33:3, ‘Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and 

unsearchable things you do not know.’

• Philippians 4:9, Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, 

or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.

• Psalm 34:4, I sought the Lord, and he answered me; he delivered me from 

all my fears.

• Psalm 85:8, I will listen to what God the Lord says; he promises peace to 

his people, his faithful servants— but let them not turn to folly.

• Proverbs 1:33, but whoever listens to me will live in safety and be at ease, 

without fear of harm.”
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Listening – Hearing what God has to say

E v e r y o n e  t h a t  h a s  e v e r  p r a y e d  t o  G o d  h a s  w a n t e d  a  c l e a r  a n s w e r  t o  
s o m e  r e q u e s t  o r  q u e s t i o n .  O f t e n  t h o s e  a n s w e r s  a r e  n o t  w h a t  w e  
e x p e c t  o r  w h e n  w e  e x p e c t  t h e m .  T h e  k e y  t o  f i n d i n g  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
t h o s e  a n s w e r s  i s  m a k i n g  t i m e  t o  l i s t e n  t o  G o d .  We  h a v e  t o  b e  v e r y  
i n t e n t i o n a l  w h e n  w e  l i s t e n  s o  w e  a c t u a l l y  h e a r  w h a t  G o d  i s  s a y i n g .  
T h e  B i b l e  t a l k s  a b o u t  h o w  J e s u s  f o u n d  t i m e  a w a y  f r o m  e v e r y o n e  e l s e  
t o  j u s t  b e  w i t h  G o d .

S p i r i t u a l  q u i e t  t i m e  o f t e n  i s  m i x e d  i n  w i t h  p r a y e r  a n d  r e a d i n g  t h e  
B i b l e .  T h a t  m e a n s  f i n d i n g  a  q u i e t  p l a c e  w h e r e  y o u  c a n  s e t t l e  y o u r  
h e a r t .  I t  m e a n s  t u r n i n g  o f f  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  c o m p e t e  f o r  y o u r  
a t t e n t i o n .  W h e n  w e  f o c u s  s o l e l y  o n  c o n n e c t i n g  w i t h  G o d  a n d  h e a r i n g  
w h a t  H e  w a n t s  t o  s h a r e  i s  w h e n  w e  r e c e i v e  d i r e c t i o n ,  h o p e  a n d  
a n s w e r s .
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Listening – Hearing what God has to say
There  i s  no  se t  t ime o r  fo rmu la  fo r  do ing  th is  o r  fo r  
guaran tee ing  resu l t s .  Once  you  a re  in  the  hab i t  o f  l i s ten ing  
and  f ind  what  works  bes t ,  you  shou ld  take  no te  o f  th ree  
t h ings :

(1 )The  t ime o f  day  i t  i s  bes t  fo r  you  to  do  th is .  

(2 )The  p lace  you  a re  mos t  p roduc t i ve  meet ing  God.  

(3 )The ac t i v i t ies  such  as  p rayer,  B ib le  read ing ,  mus ic  and  
other  th ings  tha t  ge t  you  mos t  focused on  God.  As  you  
learn  what  works  bes t  in  these  th ree  a reas ,  you  need to  
commi t  to  do ing  th is  in  a  way  tha t  i s  mos t  l i ke ly  to  be  
honored  by  God.
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Reading the Bible - Learning what God thinks
• Ask the following three questions: 

• What does the verse say? 

• What does the verse mean? 

• What does this verse mean to me? 

7
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Scriptures

• Acts 2:42-44, 42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43Everyone was filled with 

awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44All the 

believers were together and had everything in common.
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Scriptures
• 1 Corinthians 12:21-31, 21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head 

cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem 

to be weaker are indispensable, 23and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with 

special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24while 

our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put the body together, giving 

greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25so that there should be no division in the body, but 

that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26If one part suffers, every part suffers 

with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 27Now you are the body of Christ, and 

each one of you is a part of it. 28And God has placed in the church first of all apostles, second 

prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of 

different kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work 

miracles? 30Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31Now 

eagerly desire the greater gifts. And yet I will show you the most excellent way.

9
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Scriptures

• Ephesians 4:15-16, 15Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will 

grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the 

head, that is, Christ. 16From him the whole body, joined and held 

together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in 

love, as each part does its work.

• 1 Peter 4:10, 10Each of you should use whatever gift you have 

received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its 

various forms.

• Hebrews 10:24, 24And let us consider how we may spur one 

another on toward love and good deeds,

10
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Understanding the importance of community

• G o d  d i d  n o t  d e s i g n  y o u  t o  l i v e  a l o n e .  W e  a r e  a l l  c r e a t e d  f o r  c o m m u n i t y .  W e  
a r e  s t r o n g e r  w h e n  w e  a r e  l i v i n g  w i t h  o t h e r s  a n d  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  d o  l i f e  a l o n e .  
T h i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  a s  a  n e w  b e l i e v e r .  Yo u  n e e d  o t h e r  b e l i e v e r s  a r o u n d  
y o u  t o  e n c o u r a g e ,  t e a c h ,  p r a y  a n d  w o r s h i p  w i t h  y o u .  Yo u r  d e c i s i o n  t o  f o l l o w  
J e s u s  i s  a n  a w e s o m e  e v e n t  i n  y o u r  l i f e .  T h i n k  a b o u t  w h o  y o u  k n o w  t h a t  i s  a  
f o l l o w e r  o f  J e s u s  a n d  s h a r e  t h i s  w i t h  t h e m .  A s k  i f  y o u  c o u l d  t a l k  w i t h  t h e m  
m o r e  a b o u t  t h e i r  f a i t h  j o u r n e y .

• T h e  B i b l e ’ s  o r i g i n a l  G r e e k  w o r d  f o r  c h u r c h  i s  t r a n s l a t e d  a s  g a t h e r i n g  o r  
a s s e m b l y .  T h e  i d e a  b e i n g  t h a t  f o l l o w e r s  o f  J e s u s  w o u l d  g a t h e r  t o  l i v e  i n  
f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r .  T h e y  w o u l d  b e  u n i t e d  b y  J e s u s ,  s t u d y  G o d ’ s  
w o r d ,  l o v e  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  e n c o u r a g e  e a c h  o t h e r  t h r o u g h  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e s ,  h e l p  
e a c h  o t h e r  g r o w  c l o s e r  t o  J e s u s  a n d  l i v e  a s  a  C h r i s t i a n  f a m i l y .

• A n o t h e r  a s p e c t  t o  c o m m u n i t y  i s  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  s e r v i n g  t h e  “ b o d y  o f  C h r i s t . ”  
T h e  i d e a  i s  t h a t  e a c h  f o l l o w e r  o f  J e s u s  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  b o d y  a n d  w e  
e a c h  s e r v e  a  d i f f e r e n t  p u r p o s e  t h a t  t o g e t h e r  m a k e s  u s  w h o l e .  W e  a r e  c a l l e d  
t o  c a r e  f o r  o n e  a n o t h e r  a n d  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  i f  o n e  s u f f e r s w e  a r e  a l l  h u r t i n g .

• W e  s h o u l d  t h i n k  a b o u t  h o w  t o  u s e  o u r  t i m e ,  o u r  t a l e n t s  a n d  o u r  t r e a s u r e  t o  
s e r v e  G o d .  Yo u  h a v e  a  r o l e  o n  t h i s  c o m m u n i t y  o f  b e l i e v e r s a n d  y o u  n e e d  t o  
s p e n d  t i m e  t h i n k i n g  w h a t  i t  m a y  b e .  T h i s  c o m i n g  t o g e t h e r  a n d  s e r v i n g  t h e  
g r e a t e r  g o o d  i s  h o w  w e  f l o u r i s h  a n d  s e r v e  G o d  w e l l .
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Thank You, God Bless You!


